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Sunspots?  

I don’t need no 
stinking Sunspots.  

I have 40 meters 
and 80 Meters. 

August 1, 2020 
 

2020 is Skyview’s 60th Anniversary !! 
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The Skyview Radio Society Clubhouse is the “Every Tuesday Place” . . .  

Something is going on at ‘the joint’ each and every Tuesday evening, from about 1900 hours to whenever.  

See the general schedule of Tuesday events on the Skyview Web Page:  http://www.skyviewradio.net 

For the latest up-to-date plan, check the Groups.io  Reflector at :   https://groups.io/g/K3MJW 

Directions are on:  http://www.skyviewradio.net                     Guests are always welcome !!  

http://www.skyviewradio.net
https://groups.io/g/K3MJW
http://www.skyviewradio.net
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 NOTE:   As this is being published, the Skyview Club-

house is adhering to PA State Government require-

ments and is open at limited capacity. 

 

Members Only.  Use at your own risk.  

 

Follow https://groups.io/g/K3MJW for updates. 

 

 

Jody  -  K3JZD 

 

With the COVID-19 Virus situation making a wrong turn, 

we had to Cancel our 2020 Swap & Shop.  See you in 

2021.  

 

We are looking good on all of our fixed expenses for the 

rest of 2020 

 

A Custom Mask with your Call Sign on it ???    Check 

with Amy at :    Createdbyamy.com (412-398-8833) 

  

Jody  -  K3JZD   

From the Editor                                      From the Treasurer 

Q5er –  The Official  Newsletter of  the Skyview Radio Society  

Tnx  for the FB Graphic WASHRag—Sorry that we had to Deface it !!!!    

 

 

Ham Radio is a  Contact Sport 

 

CANCELLED  

 

SEE YOU IN
 2021 

CANCELLED  

 

SEE YOU IN
 2021 

https://groups.io/g/K3MJW
Createdbyamy.com
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 Once again Skyview operated field day from 

two separate locations. This tradition has 

been going on for many years.   Operators 

can participate at one site, or at both sites if 

they wish.   

The primary operation was from the Sky-

view grounds.  That location, operated as 

K3MJW, once turned in a great score. Those 

results and the participants in that effort  

have been reported on the Skyview face-

book page. 

The secondary operation was from Dave  -  

N3TIN’s property in New Kensington.  That 

location, operated at W3GH, was operated 

more casually. 

Dave has hosted this secondary field day 

operation for several years.   Each year, dif-

ferent temporary wire antennas are tried 

out.  This year a 142’ loop that was only 10 

feet off the ground and a 20 meter dipole 

that was fed with ladder line were both suc-

cessfully used. 

The W3GH site operators: Pat - NK3P,             

John - WA3KFS, Ron - NJ3R, Frank - KB3YJQ,  

Dave - KG4MSB,  and  Dave - N3TIN           

reported that they all had fun and ate well.   

W3GH posted a score of 1678 in the 100% 

Emergency Power ‘6A Class’. 

The modes operated at this site were CW 

(100w)  PSK31 (35w), and SSB (100w). The 

radios were all powered by Batteries.   Con-

tacts were made on 80 through 10 meters.  

Skyview Field Day#2      de Dave - N3TIN 

1929 Transmitter 

( Run that on a battery !! ) 
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"Do you think that F.C.C. would be engaged in the pre-

sent terrific expense and effort of getting our finger-

prints and citizenship histories if there were intention 

of shutting us down shortly?"  

That statement was printed in the following QST 

magazine editor in the issue that preceded the Decem-

ber 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor by thirteen 

months. A few things about it are troubling.  

First, the FCC was collecting fingerprints of licensed 

amateur radio operators.  Second, the FCC was assimi-

lating information about licensed amateur radio op-

erators' citizenship histories. Third, a combination of 

short-sightedness and apparent naivet concerning the 

FCC's willingness to shut down amateur radio opera-

tions once America had been inevitably drawn into 

World War II. We know now that the FCC did immedi-

ately shut down all amateur radio transmissions on 

December 8, 1941- a mere day after the Pearl Harbor 

attack. The action was not without precedent since the 

U.S. had suspended amateur radio operations during 

WWI as reported in this "War and the Radio Amateur" 

article in the May 1917 issue of  The Electrical Experi-

menter. The takeaway lesson here is to never fool 

yourself into believing there is something that the gov-

ernment 'would never do,' because history is replete 

with evidence to the contrary. 

Incidentally, do you know that on the same day as the 

Pearl Harbor attack that Japan also attacked American 

and British military installations in the Philippines, 

Guam, Malaya, Taiwan. Siam, and Wake Island? This, 

before war was declared and peace talks were ongo-

ing.     Hirohito was doing to Southeast Asia and the 

Pacific Ocean what Hitler was doing to Europe and 

North Africa, and in many ways more brutally. 

Amateur Radio 
QST  Editorial      

November 1941  
 

FCC Potentially Shutting Down 
Amateur Radio During WWII 

 

"It Seems to Us—"   

Confidence 

Are you one of those amateurs who are holding off 

from buying some needed or much-desired piece of 

gear because of fear that amateur radio in this country 

is going to be closed up soon? There seem to be several 

of you, and we have a few words we'd like to get off on 

the subject: 

Manufacturers and dealers are currently offering us the 

most interesting line of apparatus and parts that has 

existed in the history of radio. If we and they are not to 

lose contact, if we are not to lose the benefit of their 

business interest in us and their new developments es-

pecially designed for our field, it is perfectly manifest 

that we must continue to patronize them - if we can 

feel safe in doing so. Otherwise they'll go broke and 

fold, or - what is of almost the same result to us - con-

centrate on government orders and abandon us. The 

thing seems to hinge entirely, then, on whether we can 

feel safe. 

For twenty-odd years we've been keeping the rails hot 

between [ARRL] Hq. and Washington. We frequently 

visit many government officials there, both military and 

civil. They were somewhat concerned about amateur 

operation early this past summer. That's why they got 

up the orders that were imposed on us last June - to 

correct the things that they thought needed correcting. 

All of them now profess to us to be satisfied with our 

present situation. They realize that amateur radio is 

that most remarkable kind of a training school, one in 

which ardent devotees train themselves in the intrica-

Ham Radio History      de RF Café            de Chuck - K3CLT 

RF Café Editorial re: FCC Potentially 

Shutting Down Amateur Radio During WWII 
 

The following editorial was scanned from the Novem-

ber 1940 issue of the ARRL's QST magazine  and 

OCR’ed.  All copyrights are hereby acknowledged.  

http://www.rfcafe.com/references/qst/war-comes-january-1942-qst.htm
http://www.rfcafe.com/references/electrical-experimenter/war-and-radio-amateur-may-1917-electrical-experimenter.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines_Campaign_(1941%E2%80%9342)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Guam_(1941)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_invasion_of_Malaya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_invasion_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Wake_Island
http://www.arrl.org/
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will have instructions to locate as many radio men as 

possible. From the reception center the men will be 

sent to the "replacement center" of the service to 

which they have been assigned, to receive training for a 

period of up to three months. The Signal Corps and the 

Air Corps and probably other arms will maintain such 

centers for the training of their communications per-

sonnel. After the schooling the men will go to duty with 

tactical units of their arm, filling out the remainder of 

their training year with field service. If you are quite a 

skilled amateur you will not have to take the entire 

school course but will slip through with a small amount 

of "processing" and be assigned to a unit, or perhaps 

retained at the school in an instructorship. Your cue is 

to advertise the fact that you're a communications man 

right from your first reporting, until you have a radio 

assignment. 

You men are giving up a year to receive training and 

experience at the hands of your government. That year 

can be pretty much what you make it. It will be no bed 

of heliotrope but if you apply yourselves you'll come 

out of it a whole lot smarter and healthier than when 

you went in. Remember that you will be the represen-

tatives of the institution of amateur radio. For years we 

have said that the amateur body provided a great reser-

voir of trained personnel for national needs. In you the 

government is now sampling that reservoir. Show them 

what a radio amateur can do! Don't be too cocky but 

show them that he's good! Play the game and do your 

part to maintain the tradition that a good ham can lick 

any other kind of a radio man at whatever needs to be 

done. 

Incidentally, the League has proposed to the F.C.C. that 

it would be swell if the expiring licenses of men on ac-

tive service were renewed upon application without the 

usually-required proof of activity. Sort of keeping the 

home fires burning. The Commission says it will be glad 

to cooperate and we believe something can be worked 

out. Watch QST for the news. 

Which reminds us: Have your folks re-mail QST to you, 

so you'll keep up with what's going on. (Requires addi-

tional postage.) When you're "permanently" located 

you can have us change your address, if you wish, but in 

such a request give us the QTH of the old homestead as 

cies of a very complex art at their own expense! They 

want to see this self-training intensified, not discour-

aged; national defense considerations require it. Do you 

think that F.C.C. would be engaged in the present terri-

fic expense and effort of getting our fingerprints and 

citizenship histories if there were intention of shutting 

us down shortly? No, the indexes all point the other 

way and they tell us that no new regulations are even 

under contemplation. We do not have the slightest 

knowledge whether this country will eventually get into 

the war but there is certainly no suggestion that it will 

in the near future; and we feel that, short of that, we 

are going to continue our present serene course with-

out further material restriction. 

So if you're planning a new antenna system or eyeing a 

new receiver or lying awake nights visualizing a new 

sender-outer, we consider that you are safe in investing 

in it; hop to it. 

Conscription 

November will be a momentous month in the American 

chronicle, marking the first peace-time induction for 

compulsory military training in our country's history. 

Inevitably, amongst those thus drafted will be a goodly 

number of radio amateurs, members of A.R.R.L.    A 

word to you young fellows: 

The military folks will be keeping a sharp lookout for 

numerous kinds of technical specialists amongst the 

men called up. You, because you're a radio amateur, 

will prefer radio work - because it will be more interest-

ing to you than other work, because you'll learn some-

thing new, and because you know you can serve best by 

giving of your radio talents. You will find that arrange-

ments have been provided to give radio assignments to 

conscripts who are hams. This is the way we under-

stand it will work: 

When conscription begins in November, the men called 

up for duty will first be ordered to a local" induction 

station" or "reception center," where their qualifica-

tions will be determined and the proper arm or service 

for them decided. Have your license with you, because 

right there is the place for you to announce your. radio 

qualifications and press hard for an assignment to radio 

work. It shouldn't be difficult since, we are told, they 
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well as the one where Uncle Sam is putting you up. Mat-

ter of fact, we'd like a postcard occasionally anyway, 

both to have the news and because we'd like to keep a 

score-sheet on the ham's contributions to the defense 

training program. The best of luck, OM! 

Defense Matters 

There has been an American Radio Relay League in this 

country since 1914 - nearly twenty-seven years. It be-

longs to you fellows and it looks after your interests 

through the directors whom you elect. Whatever the 

new problems or whatever the changing aspects of 

American life, the League can be counted upon to be on 

the job in your interests. It has the record of having done 

so unfailingly for a full generation. 

It isn't necessary to assert to you that it is busy today, 

both in looking after your interests and in consulting 

with government officials on the best employment for 

amateur talents as the country gears up to face a mad 

world. You already know it, because you have seen these 

relations growing over the past generation. Your League 

is already here and it's all set; it is the amateur organiza-

tion. There is no need for A.R.R.L. suddenly to wrap itself 

in the star-spangled banner and start screaming like ea-

gles as to how, with the help of the heavenly host and 

divers names of big-shots, it will overnight raise a hun-

dred million radio militiamen and save the country from 

the powers of darkness, including taking over the moni-

toring functions of the federal government. If our organi-

zation seems a bit too conservative and dignified for that 

sort of thing, perhaps it is because our contacts are bet-

ter and our knowledge of the situation and the needs 

sounder. 

In recent months, officials of the League have had many 

conversations with government authorities, both civil 

and military. We have explored the possibilities for ama-

teurs to help in the defense picture. Some interesting 

ideas are in the works, ideas that can't be talked about 

yet but which will be announced as they take definite 

form. The important thing we want you to see now is 

that your association is, as usual, on the job, and that 

what needs to be done is being done, even if we aren't 

waving flags. 

In the meanwhile, the greatest contribution to na-

tional preparedness that the individual amateur can 

make is to look after his personal preparedness by 

raising his code proficiency, including copying on the 

mill. 'Phone amateurs have not only that code duty 

but also the opportunity to develop proficiency in han-

dling traffic by voice. For those with a yen for active-

service training, both Army (Signal Corps and Air 

Corps) and Navy are seeking enlistments, offering 

schooling, contact with new gear and methods, and 

field experience. 

As we go about our work on the air, we are requested 

to keep our ears open and report any monkey business 

we hear to the nearest office of F.C.C. It is their work; 

we just help. If we're approached with improper oper-

ating proposals, ditto nearest office of F.B.I. 

As the National Guard moves out for active duty, a 

Home Guard will be formed in each state, mostly of 

men out of draft age or with dependents or flat feet. 

They have to start from scratch, with little or no equip-

ment, no radio personnel. In some states they are al-

ready calling for amateur help. Here is a chance - see if 

they don't need you in your state. 

With over a million men away from home in camps 

and bases and schools, there is going to be an amateur 

message-traffic problem of big proportions. Our Com-

munications Department is planning now what ought 

to be done about it. It's down our groove, the kind of 

public service we've always given, and it will be impor-

tant in the coming year. It will take our best skill as 

relayers and will provide traffic proficiency as well as 

code proficiency itself. There will be a place in it for 

everybody. 
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Thanks to W3MCK and CQ Magazine  For Capturing the Mood !!! 
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Q5er Reach  de Jody  -  K3JZD 

Elsewhere in this issue is my standard blurb that says  

“Become Well Known  -  Publish in the Q5er” 

I really cannot guarantee the ‘Become Well Known” part 

of that statement.  However, I can assure you that arti-

cles that are published in our Q5er have more of an au-

dience than you might expect. 

Rob - KB7PWJ, who lives in Lacey, Washington, just 

reached out to me requesting more information about 

the QRPoMeter that I had built in 2019.    

Rob mentioned that he saw my QRPoMeter article in the 

June 2019 Q5er.   He said that other reviews that he had 

found only talked about the previous version, which did 

not have any SMD components. Rob said that he had no 

experience in using SMD components, and was con-

cerned about this kit because it used a few of them.  I 

reassured him that since these were large SMD compo-

nents, not the typical flea sized SMD components, that 

he should not have any problem with building this kit. 

So, how did Rob, who lives on the other side of the coun-

try, find my Q5er QRPoMeter article ?   Why, by search-

ing with Google of course.  The recent Q5er PDF files are 

stored on the club’s web site.  I also store the PDFs for all 

of the Q5er issues on my nelis.net web site. 

The Google search engine obviously looks into the PDF 

files that it finds on web sites.   I do not know any details 

about how it works., but  I would guess that it catalogs 

Table of Content entries, and Article Headings.   It may 

go much further than that, perhaps picking up non-

typical keywords from the articles themselves.    

I did a Google search on “QRPoMeter”.   While I did not 

get any web site results from skyviewradio.net  or 

nelis.net, I did find three photos from skyviewradio.net 

in the “Images for QRPoMeter” part of the search re-

sults.  And that led me to the June 2019 Q5er article. 

So, I guess that suggests that articles with photos of a 

particular item are more likely to be found during a 

Google search.  So, always check there when searching. 

So, write articles for the Q5er.  Use lots of photos.  Write 

often, and you could “Become Well Known” (at least 

‘Well Known’ to Google).     Jody  -  K3JZD  

Once Upon a Time, one could 

actually put a ham transceiver 

under their dashboard  !!! 
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Skyview Radio Society Roster as of  31JUL20 

Notes:  Only Call Signs are being published.   Refer to QRZ.COM 

for more information.  (Unable to publish those without Call Signs. )  

Welcome the following Skyview Radio 

Society Members who have joined us 

since publishing the June 2020        

newsletter: 

 

 

 

 

K3PC  -  Rich  -  Plum Boro  

KC3PEM  -  Chip  -  Apollo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember that something is going on up at 

’the joint’ every Tuesday.   Sign up for the 

K3MJW Groups.io Reflector to get the latest  

news and event announcements by email.  

 

 

If you are a reader who is interested in becoming a 

Skyview member, then go to:   

http://www.skyviewradio.net/    for information. 

If you are a reader who is not yet a ham, and you 

are interested in becoming a ham, , then go to:   

http://www.skyviewradio.net/  for information. 

 Welcome New Members !! 

http://www.skyviewradio.net/
http://www.skyviewradio.net/
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There is lots of stuff out on the Internet… Some of it can 

brighten your day.    Some of it can educate you.  

 I  can’t really copy and past it all in here.   But, I can point 

you at some of it . . . . .  

 

Been hearing about the low cost Chinese VNAs (Vexctor 

Network Analyzers) that are available?   Here is something 

that will explain what a VNA does.    

https://tinyurl.com/ybotog8g 

 

 

 

How far can the Internet of Things be take>?  Here are some 

stretch ideas to consider 

https://techxplore.com/news/2019-04-internet-rfid.html 

   

 

 

 

 
I’ll consider any  Kul - Links that you find.   

Email then to me at:   K3JZD AT ARRL DOT NET 
They might just end up in the next issue 

Kul - Links                        Jody  - K3JZD 

Next Newsletter will be  October 1, 2020 
Closing Date For Submissions :  Sept 15, 2020 

K3JZD AT ARRL DOT NET 

**** Skyview VE Testing **** 

For EVERYTHING that you need to know, go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSocietyHamRadioTesting/ 

(This will tell you what you need to bring with you) 

Skyview Radio Society Contact person: Bob Worek, AG3U 

e-mail: ag3u at arrl.net      phone:  724-274-8201 

Location: Skyview Radio Society clubhouse. 2335 Turkey 

Ridge Road. New Kensington, PA 15068.  

Directions, and map are on 

http://www.Skyviewradio.net 

Please schedule in advance.     While walk-ins accepted, 

exam may be cancelled if no candidates are scheduled. 

 

Become Well Known  

Publish in the Q5er 

 
The Q5er goes to other clubs and is   

available to all on our web site.   

 
 

Submissions to :   K3JZD AT ARRL DOT NET   

 

Previous Issues 

Previous Issues of the Q5er are available at  

http://www.nelis.net 

  

>>>>>> WARNING <<<<<< 
 

An Alarm System has been installed up at 

the joint.  Do Not go in there on your own 

until you learn how to disarm and rearm it. 

https://tinyurl.com/ybotog8g
https://techxplore.com/news/2019-04-internet-rfid.html
https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSocietyHamRadioTesting/
http://www.Skyviewradio.net
http://www.nelis.net
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Q5er Editor & Publisher:   Jody Nelis  -  K3JZD 
 

This newsletter may be freely forwarded. 
 
Permission is granted to other Amateur Radio 
publications to reprint articles from this issue,   
provided the original author and “The Skyview 
Q5er” are credited.  
 
email your comments and article submissions 

to:   K3JZD AT ARRL DOT NET 

Q5er –  The Official  Newsletter of  the Skyview Radio Society  

 

That’s Easy . . . .  

Come up to the Skyview Clubhouse on any 

      Tuesday and ask !!! 

All General Information about the Skyview Radio Society is at   http://www.skyviewradio.net 

Subscribe to  K3MJW groups.io reflector for All Current News & Activities :  https://groups.io/g/K3MJW 

If you want to keep up with what is going on NOW, that is the place  -  have it forward msgs to your email 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this how your dining room looks ?? 

 

Where are the pictures of your shack ??   

http://www.skyviewradio.net/
https://groups.io/g/K3MJW

